
What is an exhibition?
An exhibition is a presentation of artwork focused on a main idea. To 
create an exhibition, curators, who are experts on art and history, first 
come up with a great idea for a story they would like to share with others. 
The story can be about an artist’s life and work, a period of history, or it 
can be a big idea such as portraits throughout time. Curators create a list 
of all of the objects that they want to include in the exhibition. Then, they 
decide on how to place the objects in the museum to best tell their story.

How does art 
get to the museum?
Registrars help coordinate the
arrival of the art. The artwork is
packed safely in a crate (a wooden
box made to fit the artwork
perfectly) and loaded on a plane,
ship or truck.
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What happens 
when it arrives?
When the art arrives at the museum, 
it is unpacked by art handlers. Art 
handlers are people who are 
trained to treat artwork with special 
care. Sometimes, if the art is heavy 
or large, art handlers need special 
equipment like a gantry, crane, 
or fork lift.

The registrar makes condition 
reports to be sure that the art 
looks the same as it did when it 
left another museum or the artist’s 
studio. A condition report includes 
an image of the artwork with notes
describing any damages or changes. 

Finally, the curator decides the perfect place for the art. Sometimes, it 
has to be moved several times before the curator finds the right spot!

Crate being moved by boom lift. 
Photo: Julius Pickenpack

Art handlers lifting an artwork with a gantry. 
Photo: Julius Pickenpack  
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SPOTLIGHT ON Mental Landscape
Take a look at this sculpture from a distance. Does it appear 
abstract to you? (An abstract sculpture does not look like a recognizable 
everyday thing.)
Now look more closely. Can you find faces in the sculpture? What 
has the artist done to change the way those faces look? Why do you 
think the artist may have called this artwork Mental Landscape?
Many of Tony Cragg’s sculptures that appear abstract at first are actually 
made up of faces that have been stretched and changed to make them 
harder to recognize.
Investigate the rest of the gallery to see if you can spot hidden 
faces in other sculptures!

Create a condition report 
for your shoe!
Look closely at one of the shoes you are wearing. Make sure you note 
all the scratches, marks, and creases you see. 

Draw your shoe and make note of all the signs of wear you find 
in this space. 

How has the condition of your shoe changed from when you first 
purchased or wore it?

Meet our curator
Jed Morse has been with the 
Nasher Sculpture Center for 
ten years. He attended school 
at Middlebury College and the 
University of Texas. He thinks 
the best part of his job is working 
with art every day.

Meet our registrar
Melisa Durkee is new to the 
Nasher Sculpture Center. She 
has worked at the Yale University 
Art Gallery. The farthest she has 
traveled with awork of art is from 
Louisville, KY to Seattle, WA. She
spent 50 hours in a tractor trailor. 
She said, “it was an amazing way 
to see our beautiful country!”
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