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Fact Sheet

	Project Description


	The Nasher Sculpture Center is the first institution in the world dedicated exclusively to the exhibition of modern and contemporary sculpture with a collection of global significance as its foundation. Conceived by collector and philanthropist Raymond D. Nasher in consultation with museum professionals and scholars, the institution is distinguished by a facility and landscaped garden specifically designed for the indoor and outdoor display of sculpture.    



	The Raymond and Patsy Nasher Collection
	Comprised of more than 300 sculptures, the Nasher Collection is one of the finest collections of modern sculpture in private or public hands, and includes masterpieces by Calder, de Kooning, di Suvero, Giacometti, Hepworth, Kelly, Matisse, Miró, Moore, Picasso, Rodin, and Serra, among many others.



	Groundbreaking
	January 2001



	Opening 


	October 20, 2003 

	Location
	2001 Flora Street, Dallas, Texas 

Located in the heart of the downtown Dallas Arts District, the Nasher Sculpture Center occupies a site adjacent to the Dallas Museum of Art and the Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center.  The site is bounded by Harwood, Flora, and Olive Streets and the Woodall Rodgers Freeway.



	Site
	2.4 acres



	Project Cost
	$70 million (including land acquisition, landscaping, and construction costs)



	Design Architect
	Renzo Piano Building Workshop (Genoa, Italy) 



	Building Size
	55,000 square feet



	Total Indoor Gallery       Space


	10,000 square feet

	Total Outdoor Exhibition Space
	62,000 square feet


	Design Features
	The building is defined by parallel stone walls that form five equal-sized pavilions, each 112 feet long and 32 feet wide. The side walls are faced in two-inch wide slabs of Italian travertine, allowing for the facility’s environmental and security systems to be concealed within. The building is enclosed by glass facades that allow the galleries to visually extend into the garden, providing unobstructed, continuous views from the street, through the building and across the length of the garden. 

A unique barrel-vaulted glass ceiling is suspended atop narrow steel ribs and supported by thin, stainless steel rods. Conceptually, the glass roof is a thin membrane that allows for the percolation of natural light into the galleries.  The curved glass panels and building facades have a special low-iron composition producing the most transparent effect possible.  Together, the glass ceiling and pavilion facades endow the architecture with a transparency and lightness. 

An innovative sunscreen device of cast aluminum, specifically designed for the project, floats above the roof and allows controlled natural light to filter into the galleries, eliminating the need for artificial illumination much of the time.  The sun-shading mechanism was developed and engineered as an efficient means to admit the highest levels of ambient northern light into the galleries while simultaneously blocking out all direct sunlight.  



	Building Materials
	Travertine, glass, steel, and oak 



	Building Facilities
	Ground Level:

· Three central pavilions for the display of smaller and environmentally-sensitive sculptures, as well as related works in other media from the Raymond and Patsy Nasher Collection

· Café 

· Store

· Boardroom and offices

Lower Level:

· Gallery for the display of light-sensitive works

· Conservation lab

· Educational and research facilities, including library 

· Auditorium

· Administrative offices



	Landscape Architect
	Peter Walker & Partners (Berkeley, California)



	Garden Size


	1.42 acres

	Garden Features
	· More than 170 oaks, elms, willows, pines, crape myrtles, and magnolias

· 3 pools and fountains

· Night lighting

· Outdoor terraced garden

· James Turrell site-specific “skyspace” installation 



	Founder
	Mr. Raymond D. Nasher



	Director
	Jeremy Strick 

	Financing
	The Nasher Foundation (a private foundation funded entirely by Mr. Nasher)


	 Hours & Admission
	Tuesday-Sunday 11 am to 5 pm;Thursday, 11 am - 9 pm;First Saturdays,6 -11 pm  $10 adults, $7 seniors, $5 students. Free for members and children under 12.  

The price of admission includes an audio tour. 









