[image: image1.png]NN NN QOO OO s
NN NN OO0OOP s
“ R0 O00000 9 s~
« 2000000009099 -

o o 00000000~
s 90 0 00 000
s 2 0 0 0 0 0 O % % N
s 0 0 0 0 0 O O &% N N N N



[image: image2.png]Nasher Sculpture Center





James Turrell Skyspace: Tending, (Blue)

The Nasher Sculpture Center commissioned a site-specific “skyspace” by James Turrell entitled Tending, (Blue).  Known for his work with natural and colored light, Turrell is recognized as a leading artist in the fields of environmental and installation art.  His creative use of illumination redefines 

a viewer’s sense of space, the surrounding environment, and the nature of light itself.  Turrell’s free-standing skyspace will be situated at the north end of the Center’s sculpture garden, partially recessed in a landscaped berm.  

In the 1970s, Turrell began a series of works that he describes generically as “skyspaces.”  

These are composed of enclosed spaces – rooms or free-standing structures – open to the sky through rectangular or rounded apertures in the roof.  The shapes and sizes of the rooms vary, 

but they are large enough for viewers to enter and sit on benches.  In these quiet and meditative settings, one concentrates on the view of the sky through the opening in the ceiling.  By providing an interior light calculated at a certain color temperature, Turrell conditions the eye in a way 

that affects one’s perception of the sky’s color, distance, and density.  At sunrise and sunset, 

when changes in the coloration of the sky are most rapid and pronounced, the resulting experience can be especially mesmerizing, as the sky seems to take on colors never before noticed 

and, framed by the knife-edge clarity of the aperture, becomes extremely dense, even flat.  

Turrell worked closely with Interloop Architecture and Designs, of Houston, Texas to develop 

the enclosure for the artwork.  The exterior of Tending, (Blue) is black granite, with limestone benches and white plaster walls inside.  The main structure is a cube measuring approximately 

26 x 26 x 26 feet externally, and 22 x 22 x 22 feet internally with seating capacity for 20 to 25 people.  A smaller entrance room attached at the side of the main structure opens into the garden.  Ringing the interior space are smooth stone benches with angled backs allowing visitors 

to comfortably sit and concentrate on the view out of the 10 x 10 square foot opening in the ceiling.  Unlike Turrell’s other skyspaces, Tending, (Blue) is both air conditioned and heated, 

making it comfortable for visitors all year.  The benches are protected from the elements 

by the overhang of the roof.  Tending, (Blue) is compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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