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The Nasher Sculpture Center’s commemorative project is as much about its far-flung Dallas
settings as 1t is about the works that will draw viewers to them

By Gaile Robinson
grobinson@star-telegram.com

ALLAS — The Nasher

Sculpture Center is cele-

brating its 10th anniver-
sary citywide.

The institution invited 10 artists
toinstall piecesin sites throughout
Dallas, from south of Interstate 30
to north of I-635. The intention
was to spread the wealth around
town, to place art in high-traffic
areas or in unexpected places. The
project is  titled  “Nasher
XChange?”

The international coterie was
given free rein in choosing loca-
tions, and the results are wide-
ranging in vision and success.

Los Angeles-based artist Ruben
Ochoa was invited to create a pub-
lic sculpture commission, and he
hit a home run on his first at-bat.
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His piece Flock in Space is perfect
in placement and execution. He
selected the Trinity River Audu-

bon Center in far south Dallas. The
reserve is located in the largest ur-

ban hardwood forest in the United
States. It exists on the edge of a
metropolitan area because it had
been used as an illegal dumping
ground for decades. Now that is
has been cleaned and protected, it
is a popular destination for hikers
and cyclists, as well as a stopover
for migratory birds.

Ochoa, who typically works
with concrete, scrap metal, wood
pallets and dirt, the detritus of ur-
ban landfills, felt an affinity for the
site and its unsavory history. He
salvaged chain-link fence posts
still attached to their cone-shaped
concrete footings, a common find
More on REVIEW, 6E
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in the area, to create Flock
in Space.

The pipe bodies with
concrete heads look like
birds ready to take flight.
The weight of the heads
causes the long pipes to
sway in the wind and give
additional animation to his
flock of junk birds. Asked if
there was any danger to
children who might be
tempted to try and hitch a
ride, he responded, “These
are solid materials used for
playgrounds and prisons;
they should be fine,” with-
out specifying if he meant
his birds or the children.

A much less successful
project was Lara Almarce-
gui'’s Buried House. Locat-

ed in Oak Cliff Gardens,
originally a stop for stage-
coaches heading to central
Texas, it isnow a neighbor -
hood of modest frame
homes. Habitat for Hu-
manity is very active in the
area, and has recondi-
tioned many of the houses
and is in the process of
building new ones.

Almarcegui asked for
one of the homes slated for
demolition. She had it bur-
ied on its lot, and the re-
sulting mound now marks
the space. Under it is the
former house — all of it,
including walls, plumbing,
foundation and roof. At the
end of the exhibition, it
will be unearthed and a
new home built on the site.
The artist wants people to
“reflect on the memorial
and consider the neigh-
borhood’s transition”

It's a difficult request

when you feel the eyes of
the neighbors boring into
your back. The visitor feels
like an interloper, part of
an unwelcome sightseeing
invasion. Any attempts at
contemplative musings are
quickly overcome by guilt
at the seeming rudeness of
looking at a dirt pile in a
neighborhood of family
homes where people come
out to their front steps to
see who has stopped by.

If Almarcegui’s intent
was to scratch at the liberal
veneer of the art-seeking
crowds, well done. Howev-
er, if it is, as she says, to
initiate a reflective mo-
ment, that is difficult to do
during a hasty, head-down
retreat.

Still in gestation
Some of the projects are
meant to gain momentum
during the run of the exhi-
bition and have yet to reach
their full potential. Alfredo
Jaar’s Music (Everything I
know I learned the day my
son was born) is a brilliant,
touching concept that had
yet to launch on opening
weekend. He wanted to do
something that would re-
ach out to the local au-
dience that doesn’t typi-
cally come to the museum.
He is extending a wel-
come to the very youngest
residents of Dallas by rec-
ording their moments of
birth and broadcasting the
sounds of the delivery
room. Each day for the du-
ration of the exhibition, at
the exact time those babies
are born, their particular
soundtrack will replay. The
recording equipment is set
up in three Dallas hospi-
tals. Each family that par-
ticipates will get a year’s
membership to the mu-
seum. Each new baby will
get a lifetime membership,
a level created just for this
project. By the end of the
run in February, it is esti-

Moore to the Point, by Rachel Harrison, is a sculpture in service mated that 5,000-7,000

to a sculpture at City Hall.
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Nasher Sculpture Center/Allison V. Smith

babies will have been born,
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West Dallas’ Fish Trap Lake is the setting for dear sunset, by Ugo Rondinone.

dear sunset, by Ugo Rondinone, 3200 Fish Trap Road, Dallas

Courtesy of Nasher Sculpture Center/Allison V. Smith

recorded and enrolled.

The sounds of all these
entries into the world will
emanate from Jarr's large
green glass-paneled box in
the Nasher’s sculpture gar-
den. By 2014 it should be
rocking with the sounds of
newborns and their par-
ents. How many of the new
members will avail them-
selves of their lifetime
memberships will remain
to be seen. The artist hopes
they will “change the de-
mographics of this mu-
seum.”

Jaar’s project is a heart -
warming gesture, and cel-
ebratory of new life and its
possibilities. “It epitomiz-
es what we are trying to do
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here,” says Nasher director
Jeremy Strick. Unfortu-
nately, it is the single ex-
hibit of “Nasher XChange”
located inside the Nasher
Sculpture Center, where
admission is charged.

On Monday, the efforts
of the Good/Bad Art Col-
lective, with several Fort
Worth-based members,
will move from pupal to
finished when the group’s
interactive = performance
piece, Curtains, which was
filmed as an infomercial, is
broadcast on local and na-
tional television stations in
the least expensive time
slots, meaning late-night
or very early morning.

Portions of it were

Nasher Sculpture Center/Allison V. Smith
filmed during opening
weekend, and for the past
two weeks, it has been in
the editing process. What
it is and what it looks like is
still a mystery. Curtains is
billed as dark and thought -
provoking, if that helps
identify it. The set used
will be on view for the run
of the exhibition on the
14th floor of Bryan Tower,
2001 Bryan St.

Education and
interaction

Several of the other works
are less high-concept.
There is Liz Larner’s large
X-form sculpture, located
on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Texas at Dallas in
the new Arts and Technol-
ogy building. X pleases the
powers at the university, as
the new building houses
arts, humanities, science
and engineering, and the
artwork embodies the in-
tersection of these disci-
plines. A stainless-steel
version of the same shape
is being created for an out-
door location.

Charles Long’s Foun-
tainhead in NorthPark
Center is an animated
wishing well that is activ-
More on NASHER, 7E
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ated when someone runs a
credit card through a card
reader and donates $1, $3 or
$5 to the Dallas Public Li-
brary, the North Texas
Food Bank or Dallas CASA.
Simulated dollar bills are
seen coursing down a rock
obelisk, and when a dona-
tion is made, a virtual gold
coin flips into the fountain
and a splash is heard.
While its greatest appeal
will be for people too
young to qualify for their
own credit cards, their de-
light will no doubt prompt
their parental attendants
to pony up for the chari-
ties.

The project undertaken
by Dallas artist Vicki Meek,
Black & Blue: Cultural Oa-

sis in the Hills, records the
contribution Bishop Col-
lege (now the campus of
Paul Quinn  College)
brought to the academic
and cultural life of south
Dallas. She has amassed
significant moments in
Bishop’s history through
news clippings and photo-
graphs for collages, and
voice recordings and vid-
eos for a website (http:/
bishopblackandblue.com)
that “reclaim the African
American history. These
colleges are the citadels of
wisdom for the black com-
munity,” she says. Fearing
that the history was only in
the memory of Bishop’s
staff and graduates, she
wanted to collect what
could be found and re-
membered before it was
lost.

When scouting Dallas
for a possible sculpture
site, New York-based art-

AV

g

ist Rachel Harrison came
across Henry Moore’s
sculpture Three Forms Ver-
tebrae (The Dallas Piece) on
the grounds of Dallas City
Hall. Typically it was sur-
rounded by a low fence to
deter anyone from getting
too close.

Harrison was incensed.
The Moore was meant to be
accessible and to be walked
through, not encaged like a
goat. She asked that the
fence be removed. To call
attention to the interior of
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the piece, Harrison created
a 25-foot-tall pink arrow
pointing to the pathway. It
is a glaringly unsubtle at-
tempt of way-finding to
one of Dallas’ best public
art works.

Rick Lowe, an art activ-
ist from Houston, worked
with the residents of the
Vickery Meadow neigh-
borhood. He chose the
densely populated area for
its cultural diversity for a
work of social sculpture.

In a3-square-mile area,
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Artist Rick Lowe solicited ideas from the Vickery Meadow neigh- Charles Long's Fountainhead should be a draw for young shop-
borhood to come up with Trans.lation, a series of pop-up mar-

kets.

Nasher SculEturE Center/Allison V. Smith
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27 languages are spoken.
He held a number of
neighborhood  meetings
asking the residents what
they wanted. The response
was a desire to feel more
connected to each another
and to the city outside of
Vickery Meadow.

With the help of com-
munity organizers, Lowe
set up Trans.lation, an ur-
ban marketplace to high-
light local creativity, col-
laboration and mentor-
ship. A series of pop-up
markets and entertain-
ment venues will appear
one Saturday a month for
the next four months, Nov.
23, Dec. 21, Jan. 18 and Feb.
22, along Ridgecrest Road.

On opening day it was
jumping, and the neighbors
were out in force, but so were
Dallas police, Whether it was
an uneasy alliance or a need
for traffic control, the sight
of so many officers seemed a
bit heavy-handed for the
seemingly innocent gather-
ing.

The recommended end
of the tour-day piece is
Ugo Rondinone’s rainbow-
painted pier, dear sunset,
at Fish Trap Lake in west
Dallas. It is best witnessed
as the sun sets, when the
colors of the pier and sky
are their most intense.

It is a poetic end to a
daylong field trip of art in-
stallations around Dallas.

‘While not everything is
fabulous, the experience of
getting out and finding
them is. The trip affords
sites never seen and new
ways of looking at places
you've seen before.
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Alfredo Jaar's Music (Everything | know | learned the day my son was born) includes delivery-room recordings to be played in this sculpture at the [gsher Nasher Sculpture Center/Allison V. Smith
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Buried House, by Lara Almarcegui, is exactly what it says it is, in Oak Cliff Gardens.
Nasher Sculpture Center/Allison V. Smit
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Artist Vicki Meek carries a collage about the history of Bishop College.
Nasher Sculpture Center/Allison V. ¢
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Ruben Ochoa'’s Flo atural setting at the Trinity River Audubon Center.

a i

ck in Space repurposes urban junk into a sculpture that suits its n

Flock in Space is Los Angeles-based artist Ruben Ochoa’s first public sculpture commission Page 7 of 10
Nasher Sculeture Center/Allison V. Smith

© 2013 FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM
All Rights Reserved.

Account: 40912 (828)
TX-220

To order reprinis, go to theygsgroup.com/meclaichy. For instant permission to use this content, go fo copyright.com or call 978-750-8400



CITY FINAL Date: Sunday, November 03, 2013

Location: FORT WORTH, TX
Fort Worth Star-Telegram [gewe: fewemes

Section: Life

Keyword: Nasher Sculpture Center

The “Nasher XChange"
works around Dallas
Information on the works
and the artists is available
on a free “Nasher XChange"
iPhone app. To download a
map of locations, visit Star-
Telegram.com/living.

Black & Blue: Cultural
Oasis in the Hills by Vicki
Meek

Paul Quinn College, 3837
Simpson Stuart Road
Buried House by Lara

Almarcegui

Oak Cliff Gardens, 2226

Exeter_ Ave. Curtains, by the Good/Bad Art Collective, will be broadcast on TV
Curtains by GOOdI Bad Art beginning Monday. Nasher Sculpture Center/Allison V. Smith
Collective

14th floor of Bryan Tower,
2001 Bryan St.

dear sunset by Ugo Rondi-
none

3200 Fish Trap Road

Flock in Space by Ruben
Ochoa

Trinity River Audubon Cen-
ter, 6500 Great Trinity
Forest Way

Fountainhead by Charles
Long

NorthPark Center, 8687
North Central Expressway
Moore to the point by
Rachel Harrison

City Hall Plaza, 1500 Marilla
St.

Music (Everything I know I
learned the day my son
was born) by Alfredo Jaar
Nasher Sculpture Center,
2001 Flora St.

Trans.lation by Rick Lowe
Nov. 23, Dec. 21, Jan. 18 and
Feb. 22 along Ridgecrest
Road in Vickery Meadow

X by Liz Larner

University of Texas at Dallas,
800 W. Campbell Road
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Artist Rick Lowe solicited ideas from the Vickery Meadow neigh-  Charles Long's Fountainhead should be a draw for young shop-
borhood to come up with Trans.lation, a series of pop-up mar- pers at NorthPark Center. Nasher Sculpture Center/Allison V. Smith
kets. Nasher Sculpture Center/Allison V. Smith
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A stainless-steel version of Liz Larner's X, at UT-Dallas, will be constructed for an outdoor spot. Nasher Sculpture Center/Allison V. Smith
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