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Nasher Sculpture Center Presents Soundings Performance: In
Return for My Song: Tonalities at Once Ancient and New

April 24 concert features Music from Yellow Barn with works for string quartet and
percussion by Bach, Beethoven, Berio, Rzewski, Tan Dun, and Wood featuring
percussionist lan Rosenbaum and the Parker String Quartet

DALLAS, Texas (April 8, 2015) — For its third concert of the season, Soundings: New Music at the
Nasher presents In Return For My Song: Tonalities At Once Ancient and New on Friday, April 24,
2015 at 7:30 pm, featuring works for string quartet and percussion by Bach, Beethoven, Berio,
Rzewski, Tan Dun, and Wood featuring percussionist lan Rosenbaum and the Parker String Quartet.

Soundings Music Director Seth Knopp describes the concert as a sonic adventure that explores the
incredible variety of music that can be referred to as “microtonal.” Microtonal music makes use of
intervals smaller than the evenly spaced, Western semi-tone, and is used in a wide variety of music;
from traditional systems of Indian music and Indonesian gamelan music, to rock and roll and the
blues.

“Seth Knopp is always finding means to push the way we understand familiar musical forms by
arranging them with instrumentation and interventions that are novel and surprising,” says Director
Jeremy Strick. “The way that this Soundings concert pushes our understanding of tonality will
underscore the challenge common to contemporary art forms—that is, to contextualize formal
contemporary innovations with the history of a medium.”

Of this challenging pairing of percussion and strings for In Return For My Song: Tonalities At Once
Ancient and New, Seth Knopp says: “The play of tension and release is a vitally important element in
our experience of music and tonality—the hierarchical relationship between pitches or harmonies is
one framework that guides us. Much is asked of an audience experiencing new work with sounds
that are less familiar, but the ear is quick and can adapt when context is there to guide us.”

About lan Rosenbaum

Praised for his “excellent” and “precisely attuned” performances by the New York Times,
percussionist lan David Rosenbaum has developed a musical breadth far beyond his years. He
made his Kennedy Center debut in 2009 and later that year garnered a special prize created for him
at the Salzburg International Marimba Competition. Mr. Rosenbaum joined the Chamber Music
Society of Lincoln Center's CMS Two program in 2012 as only the second percussionist they have
selected in their history. He has appeared at the Norfolk, Yellow Barn, Chamber Music Northwest,
Bridgehampton and Music@Menlo festivals. Continuing his passionate advocacy for contemporary
music, this season Mr. Rosenbaum will premiere new works by Rex Isenberg, Thomas Kotcheff,




Robert Sirota, and Alex Weiser as well as perform a program of percussion music with the Chamber
Music Society of Lincoln Center in New York and Chicago.

Mr. Rosenbaum is a member of Sandbox Percussion, Le Train Bleu, the Pittsburgh New Music
Ensemble, Novus NY, Time Travelers and HOWL. He has recorded for the Bridge, Innova and
Naxos labels and is on the faculty of the Dwight School in Manhattan.

About the Parker String Quartet

Formed in 2002, the Grammy Award-winning Parker Quartet has rapidly distinguished itself as one
of the preeminent ensembles of its generation. The New York Times has hailed the quartet as
“something extraordinary,” the Washington Post has described them as having “exceptional
virtuosity [and] imaginative interpretation,” and the Boston Globe acclaims their “pinpoint precision
and spectacular sense of urgency.” The quartet began touring on the international circuit after
winning the Concert Artists Guild Competition as well as the Grand Prix and Mozart Prize at the
Bordeaux International String Quartet Competition in France. Chamber Music America awarded the
guartet the prestigious biennial Cleveland Quartet Award for the 2009—2011 seasons. The Parker
Quartet recently joined the faculty of Harvard University’s Department of Music as Blodgett Artists-in-
Residence.

About Soundings: New Music at the Nasher

Soundings: New Music at the Nasher, is an innovative, music series, which explores the definition of
music and tests the very boundaries of the art form. Created in partnership with Seth Knopp, a
founding member of the Peabody Trio and artistic director of Yellow Barn Music School and Festival,
Soundings presents groundbreaking concerts showcasing both today’s music and that of the great
composers of the past, performed by nationally and internationally renowned musicians amid the art-
filled spaces of the Nasher Sculpture Center.

The series will continue with a concert on May 20.
Soundings tickets are available for purchase here:
http://www.nashersculpturecenter.org/engage/event?id=148

Pricing:

Non-Member: $25.00
Member: $20.00
Student/Educator: $10.00

About the Nasher Sculpture Center:

Located in the heart of the Dallas Arts District, the Nasher Sculpture Center is home to the Raymond
and Patsy Nasher Collection, one of the finest collections of modern and contemporary sculpture in
the world, featuring more than 300 masterpieces by Calder, de Kooning, di Suvero, Giacometti,
Gormley, Hepworth, Kelly, Matisse, Miré, Moore, Picasso, Rodin, Serra, and Shapiro, among others.

The longtime dream of the late Nashers, the museum occupies a 2.4-acre site and is comprised of a
55,000 square-foot building designed by world-renowned architect Renzo Piano, and a 1.4 acre
garden designed in collaboration with landscape architect Peter Walker. The museum seamlessly
integrates the indoor galleries with the outdoor garden spaces, creating a museum experience unlike
any other in the world. On view in the light-filled galleries and amid the garden grounds are a rotating
selection of works from the Collection, as well as important exhibitions of modern and contemporary
sculpture, including Sightings, a series of small-scale exhibitions and site-specific installations that
explore new work by established and emerging artists. In addition to the indoor and outdoor gallery
spaces, the Center contains an auditorium, education and research facilities, a cafe, and a store.


http://www.nashersculpturecenter.org/engage/event?id=148

Conceived for the exhibition, study, and conservation of modern and contemporary sculpture, the
Nasher Sculpture Center also presents a diverse array of educational and cultural programs in
dialogue with the Collection and special exhibitions, such as 360: Artists, Critics, Curators, a lecture
series featuring art-world visionaries in conversations focused on sculptural themes.

The Nasher Sculpture Center is open Tuesday through Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm and until 11 pm
for special events, and from 10 am to 5 pm on the first Saturday of each month. Admission is $10
for adults, $7 for seniors, $5 for students, and free for members and children 12 and under, and
includes access to special exhibitions. For more information, visit www.NasherSculptureCenter.org.
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